Allergen sensitization and Th2 responses are the major factors predisposing to the development of allergic asthma. 1,2 This was confirmed by a Korean cohort study that enrolled subjects living in urban (Seoul) or rural areas. 3 The present study summarized the clinical features of adult patients with asthma who were admitted to a single university hospital in an urban area (Seoul) over a 6-year period. 4 The authors reported that the atopy rate was 50%, which was higher than that reported several years earlier in the same city. 5,6 However, asthma has heterogeneous phenotypes, and the atopy rate in Korea is increasing 7 and differs according to patient age, with significantly higher atopy rates in the younger population.
